
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth: “A Fall Tour of Thankfulness” is the name of our current sermon series, which has been rooted in 
Psalm 105 and designed to invite us into spiritual practices of thanksgiving. Today’s sermon, “Tell Your Story,” 
is the fourth in the series.  You will find the order of worship for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
    9:00 a.m.   Traditional Worship 
  10:05 a.m.   Sunday School
  11:00 a.m.   Contemporary Worship
    2:00 p.m.   Children’s Music Work Day 
    4:00 p.m.   Administrative Board/                  
                        Charge Conference
    5:00 p.m.   Operation Christmas Child/  
                        One Less Packing Party
    5:00 p.m.   Youth
    7:30 p.m.   College Ministry

In Depth:  Each week, the pages of the In Action will contain updates, news and other information about 
Aldersgate’s music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the 
Mission Field. (The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of 
God outside of the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie 
Elementary, Our Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

Monday:
      7:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts
      7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir                                                                                                                                

Tuesday: 
     6:00 p.m.  Jubilee Ringers
             
Academy Closed:
     November 23-27

Office Closed:
     November 25-27

Today: 5- 7 p.m.
One Less and Operation 
Christmas Child Packing 
Party   
November 28: 
     Happy Thanksgiving!
December 13: All-Church
Worship Service and Meal 
December 24: Christmas Eve 

This Week: Upcoming Events:

Children’s Ministry: PJs and Presents
     It’s hard to believe that the Christmas season is almost upon us! One 
of the traditions we have at Aldersgate is our annual PJs and Presents 
day for our kids who are potty trained - 5th Grade. This is a time 
when kids can come to church in their pajamas and make presents 
for the people in their lives. This year, PJs and Presents will take place 
Saturday, December 5, from 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. The cost is $10 per 
child, which includes lunch. 
    This event will serve as a fundraiser for our youth, but it requires 
several other volunteers as well to pull it off successfully! Volunteer 
opportunities include helping in the kitchen, helping with the crafts 

and helping take the kids from station to station. Parents may volunteer and enjoy this day with their 
children, and we would love to have help from anybody who is available! Most adult helpers would be 
done by 12:30 p.m. You will find an insert in this week’s In Action for you to register your children or 
grandchildren on one side and to sign up to volunteer on the other side. Youth, if you can be there, please 
use the insert to sign up, as well. The fundraiser money will be divided by the number of youth who help 
that day. Last year, each youth made about $40 to go toward youth trips. —Alayna Brooks



Operation Christmas Child/One Less: Packing Party Tonight!

College Ministry: Lunch Money
      Each week at The Oaks, our students receive a free meal provided 
by people here at Aldersgate. I believe that this is one of the many 
ways which Aldersgate shows its love for college students, and as the 
college director, I am very thankful. As our students have received these 
free meals this semester, I have encouraged them to work on ways to 
express their gratitude for the generosity that they receive every Sunday 
night. One expression of generosity has taken on the form of collecting 
spare change and loose dollars in a mason jar. We call this the Lunch 
Money jar. Since we receive the blessing of a free meal each week, we are 
collecting whatever money we can come up with to bless someone else. 
At the end of the semester, we hope to offer our extra “lunch money” to 
a local feeding ministry so that others might also receive a meal. I hope 
that the Lunch Money jar will help all of us grow in our gratitude and 
cultivate further practices of generosity. — Kyle Watson

      Sisters and Brothers, we all are invited to come to the Fellowship Hall from 5-7 
p.m. today (November 22) to eat together and to pack the coats for the One Less 
effort for Bowie Elementary students and the shoeboxes for Operation Christmas 
Child. To participate in OCC, bring your donated items (see suggestions below) 
to be packed at the party. Each shoebox costs $7 to ship to the child who will 
receive it, so please consider making a donation to cover as many boxes as you 
feel led to sponsor. Thank you for your willingness to share the gospel in real and 
practical ways. I look forward to seeing you tonight! Grace and Peace. 
— Amy Wilson Feltz 
Suggested Items for OCC Shoeboxes 
    toys: mini soccer ball or deflated soccer ball with a pump, jump ropes, 
    marbles, a harmonica, baby dolls with light brown skin, cars, trucks and   

    airplanes, yo-yos, kazoos, stuffed animals, small Etch-a-Sketches 
    clothes: short-sleeved shirts with no writing on them, socks, ball caps 
     hygiene items: soap with a plastic soap dish with a cover, toothbrush in a toothbrush holder, combs, hair 
    elastics or headbands, washcloths 
    school supplies: pencils, erasers, colored pencils, sharpeners, pens, solar calculators 
    other helpful items: small flashlights with batteries, melamine plates, bowls and cups, simple watches, 
    sunglasses, hard candies and lollipops, gum 
Things to Keep in Mind
     To be sensitive to the various circumstances of the recipients and the practicalities of shipping such a long 
way, we have been asked not to include any used or damaged items, war-related items (toy guns, knives or 
military figures), chocolate or other perishable foods, liquids of any kinds, medication or vitamins, anything 
breakable or aerosol cans.



A Fall Tour of Thankfulness: Tell Your Story
Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name; make known his deeds among the peoples!  Sing to 

him, sing praises to him; tell of all his wondrous works!  Psalm 105:1-2
Psalm 107:1-9
Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

A New Story

From Chaos to Grace

Why we don’t tell

Why we tell

Deed and Word

But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who 
asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect. 

 I Peter 3:15
How beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, 
who bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, "Your God reigns!"  Isaiah 52:7



Youth Ministry: Lip Syncing and Coat Buying
  Hello, Aldersgate! My name is Heide Forrister. I am a 
youth intern for The Gate. Lately, we have been talking 
about building community and respecting one another, 
and about the power of words and encouraging our 
neighbors. Recently, we had opportunities to put our 
lessons into practice through our various activities.
   Two weeks ago, the youth group visited  several stores 
around town to buy coats for the annual One Less coat 
drive. We had an amazing time getting to know each 

other in our separate groups and spending time together outside of church and school. We decided to 
implement Pastor Steve’s lesson and sing a bit more during our week. What better way to do that than a lip 
sync battle?! The lip sync battle had potential, but with teenage kids and loud music, it quickly turned into 
a dance party!
    Today, Sunday, November 22 at 5:00 p.m., at the packing party, we will finish the coat drive by wrapping 
all of the new coats that will go to children at Bowie Elementary School. I am excited to be working with 
the youth, not only for their dancing/singing abilities, but also for their warm hearts and enthusiasm for 
learning more about Christ.  —  Heide Forrister 

Playground: Progress Continues
    Construction on the new playground began on November 10. The rain slowed things down a little bit, but 
check out the progress that has been made this week!



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts

Clay Meadows
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt
Alice Shaw

Delmon Wilson
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Millie Speed
Sarah Doucette

Presence                       11.15.2015

Budget for 2015 = $808,647.00
Received This Week = $8,552.86
Received This Month-to-Date = $41,502.69
Received Year-to-Date = $676,928.30
2015 Faith Promise Pledge = $41,819.00
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $44,827.84

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge
Angie Alcala

9:00 a.m. Traditional Service = 218
11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service = 151 

Total Worship = 369
Sunday School = 175

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free 
childcare is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

In Depth: Sunday School classes are offered at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. To 
learn more about Adult Sunday School classes, call Amy Wilson Feltz at 
672-7893 or send an e-mail to amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org.



by Pastor  Amy
We invite you 
to read Margin: 
Restoring Emotional, 
Physical, Financial, 
and Time Reserves to 
Overloaded Lives by 
Richard Swenson. 
If you would like a 
copy, please call the 
church office at 672-7893, or make a 
note on the Welcome Card, and we will 
order a copy for you. The price is $14. 
Grace and Peace!
  —  Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

  Suggested Reading

Daily Bible Readings

In the World                

Sun:    
Mon:  
Tue:   
Wed:  

Thur:  
Fri:    
Sat:   

How sweet are your words to my taste, 
sweeter than honey to my mouth! 

Below you will find a list of sermon 
related passages and a list of passages 
that will take you through the Bible in 
a year. Please consider reading both 
each day as we continue to grow in our 
knowledge of God’s word.  

Deuteronomy 24-27
Deuteronomy 28-29
Deuteronomy 30-31
Deuteronomy 32-34, 
Psalm 91
Joshua 1-4
Joshua 5-8
Joshua 9-11

   Sermon Passages

     Chronological Bible Readings

Sun:    
Mon:  
Tue:   
Wed:  
Thur:  
Fri:    
Sat:      

     Aldersgate’s local Christmas outreach effort 
just became even more local! For many years, 
this congregation participated in the Angel 
Tree ministry, providing gifts to children in 

the Abilene area whose parents are incarcerated. For God’s work in 
this ministry through all of you who purchased and delivered gifts, I 
say, “Thanks be to God!” After much prayer and discernment about 
the involvement of our congregation in our neighborhood, we have 
turned our attention to the needs of the children who attend our 
neighborhood school, Bowie Elementary. 
       Last week, Aldersgate member Erin Hicks, who has volunteered 
to coordinate this effort with Amanda Young, Bowie’s counselor, set 
up a Christmas Tree in the main hallway and adorned it with paper 
doves that contain information that we need to go shopping for the 
students and families at Bowie.
     You are invited to take a dove, purchase the gift and bring it 
back to the church by Sunday, December 13, so that Amanda and 
her team may distribute the gifts before Christmas break. Because of 
your generosity, Christmas Gifts for Bowie will remind our neighbors 
in yet another way that they are loved by their friends at Aldersgate. 
     Erin set up the tree on the evening of Sunday, November 15. 
On Monday morning, barely more than 12 
hours later, I witnessed parents and teachers 
from Aldersgate Academy choosing doves from 
the tree to contribute to this effort to provide 
Christmas Gifts for Bowie. I felt such great joy 
in seeing two areas of our local mission field 
connecting in this way. The longer we devote 
ourselves to building relationships with the 
people at Bowie, the Academy, McMurry and 
in our neighborhood, the more connection we 
will witness and experience as we are reminded 
that we are living and working and learning in a 
relatively small shared space in this city of ours. 
And our connection to each other reminds 
us that our God is at work, weaving hope and 
grace and love into our community.  
    Thanks be to God!

Psalm 107: 1-22
Ezekiel 2: 1-10
Acts 11: 1-18
Amos 7: 10-17
Acts 26: 1-29
1 Corinthians 15: 1-11
Philemon 1-7


